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trade amouy vd to $6,308,000,.000, an
Ineredse of % LoD, 008 over the cor-
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The United # {8 the only man-
ufacturing co » in the world other
than Japan, showing an increass In
Its exports of manulkctures during the
war period Exports of manufactures
trom Great min in 1018 weras
slightly lesa In value than thosa in
1213; those from Franece show a heavy

decline, while the other great manu-

facturing countries of the world, Ger-
many, Aust ~-Hungary and Belgium,
weare practicnlly out of over-seas trade

during the war.

Many persons belleved that the high
level of prices reached during the war
was caused the extraordi-

merely by

ney demand for commodities which
exceeded the supply, With the end of
the war and with war ¢emund a thing
of the post, they quite naturnlly ex-
pected a sharp drop in prices and a
price level approximating in a short

time the prewar figures. It wans also

commaoniy belleved that the Industrial
cupacity of » world had been greatly

vpanded under the stimulation of war
orders, and that thls sxpansion would
bring sharp competition among rival
concerns In time of peace. Further-
more, It was thought that there would
o after the war great nrmies of un-
employed workmen, who would be

compelled by nectssity to accept work

at low wages; that there would be'
sharp competition among the leading
nations in international trade: and
that buyvers generaily, looking forward
toward an eran of lower pricea, would
postpone buying. In the light of these
conslderntions it was but natural for
people to expect a great fall ir prices,
and even to fear an industrial panic.
Howaver, ths expected groat fall In
prices has not occurred, and it is not
likely to ocecur.
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WASHBURN COLLLGE.

Washburn college s growlng com-
mensurale with the growth of the
state. The breaking of ground for a
new bullding for this great Institution,
which now hus many bufldinge, indi-
cates that the college Is getting in line
to profit by the enormous means, not
to sny wealth, which will be avallatle
to our farmera followings the wheat
harvest and from which Topeka and
all of her Institutions for many years
hence will derive a big impetus

The people of this city are back of
Washburn college and of President
Womer. No little difference upon the
part of & member of the faculty or a
former memher of the faculty, ls go-
ing to Interfers with the standing and
growth of Washburn college. The cit-
Izens here have confldencs {n FPresi-
dent Womer and in the trustecs and
they are going to® back them up iIn
what they do, having full knowledge
of the situation,

THE HOTEL INFLUENCE.

The influence that & hotel may ex-
ert in a city Is almost unlimited for a
good or n bad Impression.

A prominent Chicago mar, who has
visited Topeka, says this to a friend
here:

“I have traveled for many years for
the Auspeiated Press anll over the
L'nitad States. 1 have stopped at hun-
dreds of hotels. I volees the opinion
of svery man on the road when I say
that o traveler judges a city by the
hotel it supports. I have been In beau-
tiful, up to date Americin cities and
have left them with & sour impression
just because 1 was forced to put up at
n poor hotel. T hope Topeka lx suc-
cessful in her Hotel Kansun enter-
prise.’’

AN IMPORTANT SALE.

The sale of the Knights and Ladles
of Securlty block at Seventh and
Kansas avenue, announced In the news
columns of this paper today, shows
aguin the confidence of our merchonts
in the future of Topeka and supple-
ments the sale of Inst week of A single
building nearby for §60,000,

A Topeka man this morning gave
out this expression: ““What does tho
sale of this bullding by the Knights
and Ladies of Security mean?. Does it
mean that the order Is somewhat af-
fronted at the action of the attorney
general in not sanctioning the mergesr
of the Topeka society with the Fra-
ternnl Ald; or does it mean that in
the future the Enights and Ladies of
Swur'it}- contemplinte the erection of
a bigger bullding in another locatlon?
Or, following the erection of “The Ho-
tel Kansan,” turn their National hotel
property into a more profitable of-
fice block 7"

The Intter view Is the more plausible
one. IL is declared by those well in-
formed that ths merger of the two
socleties would be of paramount im-
portance in three respects

First, it would be a wonderful thing
for Topeka.

Second, it would be a fine thing for
the sinte.

Third, and probably most Important,
it Is gald to be of untold advantage (o
the membernhip of both orders.

The conditions brought about by ths
war and by the Influenza spidemic are
golng to bring about many similar
mergers over the country and Topeka
should take advantage of the situation,
It is hoped that the attorney general
will find nothing in the merger con-
trary to law; that is understood to be
his real duty In the matter.

BOLSHEVISM IN ACTION.

Operation of Industries by any form
of government is bhad enough butl
when that form of government hap-
pens to be Bolshevist, the results ap-
penr to be the worst possible.

What Bolshevism on the job, in full
working array, will do |s described in
Forbes Magazine by Jacob de Julin,
president of the Commercial Mission
of the Finnish Government. Early In
January of last year while on a bus!-
ness trip to Helsingforz he was warned
that the Reds had taken over his plant
at Lake Saima, promoted a machine
ofler to the post of mannger, dis-
ejmrged most of the eriginal working
force, every one of which was glad to
escape, and had undertaken to run the
plant according to true Bolshevist
rules. The result was that without
technieal direction and trained execu-
tive skill they managed to run the mill

exnctly two weeks, and thereafter It
operated no more. There was seven
months' supply of food—which wans

short in Finland—at the plant. Tha
Bolsheaviki took it over and divided It
3y the time the White Guard, or anti-
Bolshevist . troops. arrived on April
28, this food was a1l gone, for the Reds
had not only eaten double rations but
had sold much of it.

Finally the White Guard forced the
Reds to surrender—and Mr, Julln was
again In charge of the plant. Out of
2,000 employes only 150 were left; the
rest having fled or been made prison-
ers,

The net result of Bolshevism In the
plant was [dleness for everybody and
comfort for nobody for nearly all of
the thres months bacausa of the lack
of skilled men, wasts of food and raw
materials, with starvation in s wake,
terrorism, disorder, looting and rob-
bery., And after Mr. Julln resumed
control of the plant it took him nine
months to restore it to normal effi-

elency—nine months to repair the rav-
ages of three.

EVENING STORY

Punctured.
BY ANDERSON HALEY.
P-z-z-zzp! B-s-s-ssh! With the

sickening swish of escaping air and the
harsh grinfding of brakes the gray
rondster eame to an abrupt stop. Jack
Raynor sprang out and glanced sharp-
Iy at his front tires. They were un-
mistakably fiat,

“Well, of all the cursed luck!" he
excinimed In dl=may, "Both of ‘em
end not An extra tube or casing. Noth-
ing for It but to vulcanize the holes!"

Then, unaware that a palr of
startied bhrown eyes regarded him in-
tently from behind the roadside tan-
gle of bushes, he proceeded to say
other things, uncomplimentary things
about the road and the people who
frequented it, things which it is un-
necessary to repeat, but for which he
will doubtiess be pardoned by the vet-
ernn motorist

For the mercury had already
elimbed to the “ninety-in-the-shade’
mark. Presently, having exhausted

his vocabulary, he flung off his coat,
collar and tie, rolled back his sleeves
und fell to work jacking up the front
wheels,

Meanwhile the owner of the brown
eyes, sensing the gravity of the situa-
tion, slipped unohserved from her hid-
ing place and, berry pall in hand, sped
across the ndjacent cornfield to the
small brown houss beyvond.

For n moment she lingered healtat-
ingly in the doorway. Then she disap+
peared within, When she came out
ngkin she wns wearing & crisp brown
linen dress with a deep whits collar,
In place of the faded blue cnlico, and
she had on the bronze shoos and
stockings ordinarily reserved for Sun-
dava,

“1 wonder if I dare,” she whispered
to herself in surpresssed exclitement.
“But 1I'm going to, anvhow. It's the
teast | can do.y He'll never gueas how
it happened, nd it is dreadfully hot
and dusty out there. Beaides Irre-
levantly, “he is splendid looking even
when he's angry."

Ten minutes later, ns Jack Raynor
was ruefully contemplating twe sharp
tacks that explained the flat tires, his
attention was attracted by a rustiing
in the bushes and, even as he lookefl,
a slender girl of nineteen or twenty
emerged, carrying & shining tin pall
and a basket. His swift appralsing
glance noted that she was unusunlly
pretty, with shy brown eyes, an abun-
danecs of soft brown hair becomingly
arranged and cheeks that glowed
pink benzsath their healthy tan.

1 thought you might like & fresn
drink,” ahs began timidly, extending
the pall. "It—it's so warm this morn-
ing—and wa do have good water—
and on tho way I picked these peaches
—they're fust ripes enough to eat.,” she
concluded getting down the basket,

To Jack Raynor, tired and thirsty
from his strenpuous work, the sight of
the sparkling water was indeed wel-
come. Smiling his thanks, he ac-
cepted the pall and drank eagerly.

“I don’t know whether you &re B
wood nymph or just a sort of human
angel,” he sald returning it to her,
“but | was longing for a drink, and I
more than appreciate your thoughtful-
nesx, I alwaya felt 1 should know a
nymph if I saw her—that like you, she
would be all in brown, with a hing of
wild roses In her cheeks and sunlight
in her halr. Won't you sit down,
Woad Nymph?' he added politely,
spreading out his coat by the roadside,

“I—I mustn’t,” she replied, In the
same soft volee, “because you see 1
don't know you and "

“0Oh, it that's all I ean soon set you
right.,"” he responded gayly: "“I'm Jack
Raynor, of the state highway depart-
ment, I'm looking up the route for
tha new ntate road, and 1 was getting
on pretty well untll the Greyhound,”
indlcating the car with & nod of his
head, “picked up a coupls of tacks.
I was just curzing my luck when you
came along to prove the truth of the
old adage about the ‘sllver lining.'
And I'd much prefer to have company
while I repair damages.'

The girl seated herself gracefully
and watched him with Interest ax he
took out his vuleanizing outfit, affixed
A rubber patch, elamped it into place,
and lighted the gasoline In the con-
tainer. While he was waiting for it
to burn out he sat down beside her.

“Now psuppose you tell me about
yourself. Of course I know you are
& wooidl nyvmph, but even they must
have names—otherwise therse would
be no end of confusion.”

““There's nothing very Interesting to
tell,” she replied quletly, her eves
fixed on the flame., “I'm Rose Carey.
and father and I live in the brown
house over there. He carries the mail
so I'm alone all day. He used to be n
school principal, and then he de-
veloped tuberculosis and was ordered
to stay out of doors, so we bought this
Netle place and came heres to live,
With the maill route and the garden
wo get along. I had to give up high
school, but he has taught Mma even-
ings. Mother dled when 1 was a baby
—there are Jjust twn of us—and I
wouldn't for anything have him sus-
peet I'm dissatisfled. In summer,
with the fowers and berries and
¢hlckens, it's not o bad. But winters
are lonesome—sometimes I just long
to ses the real world.”

¥or o moment Jack Raynor was
silent. Then, to hide the depth of his
sympathy, he sprang up quickly and
bugied himself with the vulcanizer.

“Woond Nymph' he Inquired pres-
ently, “couldn't you be perzuaded to
have lunch with me? 1 brought a
substantinl one along, and it's only falr
to share it with you, since you've
supplied tha drinks and dessert.”

Then, taking her anceeptance for
grunted, he fished out a large box
from the rear of the carand deposited
It beside her with the comment:

“It you like you may sct the table
while I finish pumping up these tires,”

To them hoth the wayside meal was
a delightful adventure, entsred Into
whaole-heartedly and in the spirit of
comradesnip, Jack Raynor found
himself more and more impressed hy
the charm aof his companion and she
herszelf under his approving gaze grew
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NEVER GIVE UP!

If you never give up—3jou will never
lose.

For Winning I= not necessarily gain-
ing—but attaining—reaching a great
point far beyond the one frem which
you started.

Never give up!

Most folks fall far from the goal
beciuse they never actually, with thelr
mind's eyes, see the goal.

Never give up!

There are few who do pot feel like
giving up many, many times. And the
greater the task, the more certain Is
the man to get this feellng agaln and
again. It was only after hundreds

momentarily more radlant. Her face
lost fts wistfulness and her brown
eyea sparkled with fun. He was
sorry when, the lunch hour over, she
rose to go.

“It'a bpen & wonderful party, Wood
Nymph,” he sald smiling down at her.
“1 have you to thank for turning my
bad luck into fortune—now that I
know  where you lve perhaps you'll
permit ms to stop without the excuse
of repaira. Meanwhile here are the
fateful tacks to remember ms by.™

But even as he laughingly extended
them a change came over,K the girl
She drew back with a little shudder
and turned her head away, But the
gesture was not quick enough to hide
the tears in her brown eyes.

“Why, Wood Nymph'" he cried In
genuine concern, “what's the matter?
Have 1 offended you? Surely you
know that I didn't mean to—I ”

“It—it's not you, I's—oh. you'll
never want to ses me again when I
tell you—I put thoss tacks in the rond
myself. "

“You put them there?" he repeated
wonderingly. .

“Yes, be-because I—I wanted some-
thing to_happen, because I was tired
of seeing just the dust of the cars and
never any of the people—I put the
tacks there this morning when I came
out after berries—then behind the
bushes I walted—when your car came
along I heard what you said and real-
ized the damage 1'd caused. I was
frightened, First I thought I'd run
away, but I wanted to make up a little
for what 1'd done—so 1 brought the
water and the peaches. When you
treated me s0 like & real friend I—I
couldn't bear to explain and spoil it
all, but now,” she ndded, misarably, *1
can't let you go without confessing.
I'm sorry about the tires, and.” fum-
bling in her pocket, “I'd like to pay
for them with my berry money, then [
wouldn't feel quite so—so llke a—a
bandit,” she finished helplosaly.

“You poor litite girl," he sald gen-
tly. "“Don't you realiza I'm grateful
to those very tacks for helping mae to
find you—and of course I can't accept
your berry money. But I'll tell you
what, you can make it up to the Grey.
hound, it you ke, with your own so-
clety, say twenty miles per tack.”

With rellet he observed that the
brown eyes were smiling agaln.

“You eee” he went on., “there’s a
prospect of running the road thru your
father's land—naturally that weould
considerably increase its value. I'll be
over tov talk to him about it some eve-
ning scon, and we can arrange about
ths ride then. Isita bargain?"™

Brief a8 It was, the handclasp sent a
thrill thru his veln=. With reluctance
he relensed her slim brown fingers

“Except that 4t wouldn’'t bhe playing
fair, I'm mightily tempted to turn ban-
@it myself and carry you off; but 1
warn you it will take more than tacks
to keop me off this rond In the future,
and just by way of farewell,” he sald,
¢limbing into the car—he knew he
should kiss her in another moment if
he didn't—"lst me say that you've
achieved wyour wish., Wood Nymph,
something has happenesd, sure enough,
but I'm afraid this time {t's 8 puncture
that ean’t be vulcanlzed.” -

Rose Carey watched the gray car
untll it waa lost in the-white dust of
the road. Then, womanlike, because
in her heart she knew the answer per-
fectly well, she mald aloud:

“l wonder what he ms=ant by
puncture that can’t be vulcanized™ ™
(Copyright, 1010, by the MeClare Nows-

paper Syndicate.)
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The Park Ave. News.

Weather.
none.

Siselety Notes. Mr, 8id Hunt took a
book out of the liberry last Thersday
morning on account of it having Ixell-
ing looking plektures and Thersday
nite he took it back agen iknowledg-
ing his mistaks.

Short Story
The Anser

“ran T take 2 appels to gkool to
draw dooring the drawing lessin if I
bring them back mgen?” _sed Roger
Fenrless to his mother.

“Yes," replied his mother.

“Can 1 if 1 don't?" sed Roger Fear-
less, X
“No." replied

-t &

Warm winds werse than

his mother.
he End.

Intristing Facks About Intristing
Peeple. Puds Simkins felt so sick
once that sumbody offered him =a
plece of condy and he s2d no, being
norTy ever sints.

Spoarts. Ever sints sumbody told
Maud Jonson that she throws like a
boy she has bin golng erround throw-
ing all the time. Inclooding balls,
stones and appel cores wen she gets
thru with them,

Pomea by Ekinny Martin
It Cant Be Proved.

A munkey likes to Imitate

Wat other peeple do

But if his acktions get toa had

You can say he's not Imitating you.

HOUSEHOLD HINTS

Recipes for o Day.

Carrot Salad—Chop four medlum
sized carrots and three apples. Add
English walntut meats and mayon-
nalse dressing. Serve on crisp lettuce
Janven,

Stuffed Potatees—Cut alice from
end of haked potnto. Scoop out con-

tents. Mash until light and creamy,
add cream or rich milk, butter, salt,
pepper and grated cheese. Refill

shell and return to oven and brown.
Berve while hot.

ttheWAdaIis?m

und hunilreds of experiments that Edi-
sun's storagse battery proved to suit
him. ’

Never give up!

A doxen attempts were mads to bore
under the Hudson river across from
New York to New Jersey. But one
man went to the job and put it thru—
because he didn't give up. His name
was McAdoo.

KNever give up!

If there are things about you that
make jyou wunhappy—habits to be
broksn and bad characteristies to
change—go to them vith heart

Never give up!

And always remember that if you do
not give up—you will not lose,

-Iﬂ’.:.

THE ASTONISHING FLIGHT OF
THE GUMP.

Many were the doubtful looks cast
upon the heap of miscellaneous ma-
terinl that now cluttered the roof, and
finally the Scarecrow s=hook his head
and remarked:

“Well, if friend Nick can manufac-
ture, from this mess of rubbish, a
Thing that will fly thru the alr and
carry us to safety, then I will sc-
knowledge him to be a better mechan-
ie than I suspected.”

But the Tin Woodman seemed @t
first- by no means sure of his powers,
and only after polishing his forehead
vigerously with the chamols-leather
did he resolve to undertake the task.

‘““The first thing required for the
machine,™ s=ald he, “is & big enough
body to carry the entire party, Thia
sofa is the bigzest thing we have and
might be used for & body. But, should
the machine ever tip sidewayy, we
would all slide off and fall into the
ground.”

“Why not use two sofax?" asked
Tip. "“There's ancther one just like
this down stairs.”

“*That {s a very sensible suggestion*
exclaimed the Tin Woodman. “You
must fetch the other sofa at once."

So Tip and the Saw-Horse man-
agad, with much labor, to get the sec-
ond sofa to the roof; and when the
two were placed together, edge (0
edge, the backs and ends formed a
protecting rampart all around the
seats,

“Excellent!” cried the Scarecrow.
“We can ride within this snug nest
quite at our sase."

The two sofas were now bound
firmly together with ropes and clothes-
lines, and then Nick Chopper fastened
the Gump's head to one end.

“That will show which is the front
end of the Thing,"” sald he, greatly
pleased with the idea. "“And, really,
if you examine it critically, the Gump
looks very well ax a figurehead. These
grent palm leaves, for which I have
endangered my life seven times, must
serve uy as winge."

“Are they atrong enough?" asked
the boy,

“They are as strong as anything we
camn gel,” answered the Woodman;
“and altho they are not {n proportion
to the Thing’s body, we are not in a
position to be very particular.'

So he fastened the pnim leaves to
ths sofas, two on each side,

Safd the Woggle-Bug, with consid-
erable admiration:

“The Thing is now complete, and
only needs to be brought to life”

“Stop & moment!"” exclaimed Jack.
“Are you not golng to use my broom?"

“What for?” asked the Scarecrow.

“Why, it can be fastened to the
back end for a tail” answered the
Fumpkinhead. *SBurely you would not
;:altl the Thing complete without a
afl"

“Hm!" sald the Tin Woodman; I
o not soe the use of a tail. We are
nol trying to copy a beast, or a fish, or
& bird. All we ask of the Thing is to
earry us thru the alr.”

“Ferhaps, after the Thing Is hrought
to life, it can use a tail to steer with,”
suggested the Bearecrow. “For if it
fiirs thru the air it will not be unlike
& bird, and I've noticed that all birds
have tails, which they use for a rud-
der while flying."

"Very well,” answered Nick, *“the
broom shall be used for a tail,” and
he fastened it firmly to the back end
of the sofa body. Tip took the pep-
per-box from hia pocket.

“The Thing lnoks very big.” said he,
anxiously; “and I am not sure that
there {8 enough powder left to hring
all of it to life. But I'tl make it go as |
fnr a= possible.”

"Put most on the wings.” sald Nick
Chopper; “for they must be made as |
strong a8 possible.’ |

“And don't forget the head!™ ex-
claimed the Waggle-Bug.

“Or the tail,” added Jack Pumpt
kinhead,

“Do be gulet,” sald Tip nervously,
“*vou must give me n chance to waork
the magic charm in the proper man-
ner."”

Very carefully he began sprinkling

»

onderful Stores,

9 L. Frank Baum
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the Thing with the precious powder.
Each of the four wings was first light-
Iy covered with & layer; then the sofas
were =zprinkled, and the broom given a
slight coating.

**The hend! The head! Don't 1
beg of you, forget the head!"™ cried
the Woggle-Bug, excitedly.

““There's only a little of the powder
left," announced Tip, looking wilthin
ths box. “And it seems to me It is
more important to bring the legs of
the sofas to life than the head."

“Not =0, declded the Searecrow.
“Everything must have a head to di-
rect it, and smince this creature is to
fiy, and not walk, it is really unim-
portant whether its legs are allve or
not."

So Tip ablided by this declsion and
sprinkied the Gump's head with the
remalnder of the powder.

“Now,” sald he, “keep sllence while
I work the charm!"

Having heard old Mombi pronounce
the magic words, and having also sue-
ceeded in bringing the Saw-Horse to
life, Tip did naot hesitate wun instant in
speaking the three cabalistic words,
each accompanied by the peculiar ges-
ture of the hands.

It wan a grave and Impressive cere-
mony. Af he finished the Incantation
the Thing shuddered thruout its huge
bulk., the Gump gave the screeching
ery that {5 familiar to those animals,
nand then the four wings began fop-
ping furiously.

Tip managed to grasp a chimney,
else he would have been blown off the
roof by the terrible breeze raised by
the winga. The Scarecrow, being light
in weight, was caught up bodily and
borne thru the air until Tip luckily
seized him by one leg and held him
fast. The Wogzgle-Bug lay flat upon
the roof and so escaped harm, and
the Tin Woodman, whose welght of
tin anchored him firmly, threw both
grma around Jack Pumpkinhend nand
mannaged to save hl.x. The SBaw-Horse
toppled over upon hiz back and Iny
;:'ilh his legs waving helple=siy above

im.

And now, while all were struzgling
to recover themselves the Thing rose

——
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A VISIT TO A FORTUNE TELLER.
CHAPTER CII.

We hnpd n delightful dinner. I
may have appreciated it the more be-
cause of lnte they had seemed either
lonely and dull without Neil, or he
had been distralt, uninterested. But
both he and Mr. Frederick exerted
themselves and we had a really lively
time. Aunt falrly beamed. The con-
versation turned on fortune telling. |
and while we all declared our skep-'
ticism, each of us confessed to !uw'u:xt
at some time gone to hear what the |
seers could tell us. Mr. Frederick
said:

*“There is a very good one hers
now, o man named Cary. He has
spartments at one of the hotels up-
town, and does a smashing business™

"1 should like to visit him,” aunt|
sald to him, “it is yeara since I have
had my fortune told, Then it was
by a travelling Gypsy. She used a )
greasy pack of cards. 1 was afrald |
of disease™ ; 1

“Oh, this man s a well groomed
fellow. 1 imagine he makes money,” |
Frederick replied. |

*YTou have visited him7* I asked |
quizzically. =

*] have to confess that I have, not
once, but several timee. The Inst
time In Ban Francisca.™

*But 4id hs tell you anything?
Anything you cared to know, and
didn't know before you went 1o
him7?" 1 again questioned him.

“Yes—yes—1 think he did tell me
some things I wanted 1o know, Some
that I didn't cars about also.”

“Come Frederick,” Neil broke in.
*You'll have Bzb running to all the
fortune tellers in town., 1 for one
don't belleve they know any more
than we do about the future. They
are meraly good readers of charac-
ter. He will probably tell Bab she
is to be married again, have half a
dozen children, and go on & journey.
1 belisve that is about the extent of
their stock in trade.” We all lnughed
nt him, but aunt was not to be
turned from her purpose. Eo she in-
sisted Upon learning the name of the
hotel at which the seer was stayine,
and after dinner she telephoned and
asked his office hours.

“We will go tomorrow morning.”
she sald to me as she turpned from

|
|
the phone. “We'll get an early start |
so thers won't be too many ahead
of us"

“Judging from the crowd walting |
for him In Ban Francisco some of |
them wmust have been there all|
night,” Mr. Frederick told her.

“1 shan't be happy unless 1 can see
him bhefore I go home” she sald, T/
have heard one can ask them ques-|
tions and that they answer them |
perfectly.” 1

“You have to write the question on|
a s=lip of paper. He lays them on him|
forehead, then repeats the question,|
afterward giving you his anaswer™ I
was amused at the naivete with which |
Mr. Frederick told her all about this|
man. Evidently he had some falth in
him, his prognostications.

We played bridge for a little while
then he left early. promiring Nell to
drop in the office next day.

“You seem much better Nell, Mr.
Frederick has don you good,” his

aunt remarked, giving expression to
my thought.

We had scarcely finizhed breakfast
the next maorning before aunt com-
menced to hurry me so that we might
get to the hotel where the fortune tel-
ler was staying. Even so we found
several walting In the reception room.
It gave ma an uncanny feeling to hear
them whisper and see them keep look-
ing toward a clozed door. I began to
think there might be something he
could teil me after all. 1 overheard
ons WoOman say:

“We must think of what we are go-
ing to ask him. T am sure Iif I don't
I'll be so frightened I won't find out
a single thing I really want to know."
I at once commenced to think of ques-
tlons 1 wanted to ank.

We wnited neariy an hour before
it came our turn. I then Insisted that
aunt go in first. She came out beam-

ing.

“He s wonderful Bab, simply won-
derful! I will teil ¥you all he told me
after you come out”™

Billy as I felt It to be I trembled a8
I walked into the presence of a qulet
looking, quietly dressed man.

“Write six questions on these alips
of paper.” he laid them on the table
beside me. It took me but a few mo-
ments as I knew exactly what [ was
golng to ask, thanks to the woman
whom I had overheard. He took
them from me, lnid one on his fore-
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All Brought Semething to the Roof,

head, walted a moment, then sald:
“You want to know if some one you

elowly from the roof and mounted Into
the air,

“Here! Come back!" cried Tip, In
a drightened volee, ax he clung to the
chimney with one hand and the Scare-
erow with the other. “Come back at
once, T command you!™

It was now that the wisdom of the
Searscrow, in bringing the head of the
Thing to life instead of the legs was
proved berond a doubt, For the
Gump, already high in the air. turned
its head at Tip's command and grad-
ually circled around until it could view
the roof of the palace.

“Come back!" shouted
again.

And the Gump cheved, slowly and
gracefully waving ita four wings in the
air until the Thing had settled once
more upon the roof and becoms still.

*This," said the Gump, in a squeaky
volce not at all proportioned to the
slze of Its great body, “is the most
noval experience I ever heard of. The
last thing 1 remember distinctly s
walking thru the forest and hearing a
loud molse. Something  probably
killed me then, and {t certainly ought
to have been the end of me. Yet hers
I am, alive again, with four monstrous
wings and a body which I venture to
say would make any respectable ani-
mal or fowl weak with shame to.own.
What does #t all mean? Am I a
Gump, or am I a juggernaut?” The
creature, as it spoke, wiggled its chin
whiskers in & very comical manner.

“*You're Jjust a Thing," answered
Tip, “with a Gump's head on It. And
we have mnade you and brought you
to lifa so that you may carry us thru
the air wherever we wish to go.”

“Very good!” sald the Thing. “A»
I am not a Gump, I cannot have a
Gump's pride or Independent spirit.
So I may as well hbecome your servant
as anything else. My only satisfaction

the boy,

*“Oh, as for that,” returned the
Gump, It Is my first day of ence;
so 1 cannot judge whether I am feel-
ing well or Il And it waved (ta
broom tail te and fro in a pensive
manner,

“Come, come!" said the SBears-crow,
kindly: "do try te be maore cheerful
and take lifé as you find {t. We ghall
be kind masters, and will strive to
render your existence as pleasant as

le. Are you willlng to carry us
thru the air wherever we wish to go™

“Certainly,"” answered the Gump. “T
greatly prefer to navigate the alr. For
should 1 travel on the earth and meet
with one of my own species, my em-
barrassment would be something
awfal!™

“1 can appreciate that,” said the Tin
Woodman, sympathetically,

“And yet.” continued the Thing.
“when I carefully look you over, my
masters. none of you seems to be con-
llttrueted much more artistically than

am."”

“Appearances are deceitful” sal§
the Woggle-Bug, earnestly. “I am
both Highly Magnified and Thoroly
Educated.”

“Indeed!” murmured the Gump, in-
differently.

“And my braing are conaidered re-
markably rare specimens,” added the
Scarecrow, proudly.

“How strange!" the

Gump.
“Altho I am of tin,” sald the Wood-
man, “I own a heart altngether the
warmest and most admirable In the
whole waorld.”

"1I'm delighted to hcar It.” replied
the Gump with a slight cough.

“My smile,” sald Jack Pumpkin-
head, “is worthy your best attention.
It Is alwayas the same,”

“HSemper ldem.” explained the Wog-
sle-Bug, pompously; and the Gump
turned to stare a4t him.

“And 1" declared the Saw-Horse,
filling in an awkward pause, “am only
remarkable because I can't help it."

“Iam proud, |ndeed, to meet with
such exceptional masters,” sald tho
Gump, In & carelens tone. “If I could
but mecure so complete an introduoc-
tion to myseif, I would be more than
sat|sfied.

*“That will come {n time,"” remarked
the Scarecrow, "To ‘Know Thyself' is
considered quite an accomplishment,
which It kas taken us who are your
elders, months to perfect. But now,”
he added, turning to the others, “let
us get aboard and start upon our
Journey,™

“YWhere shall we go?" asked Tip.
ns he clambered to a seat on the sofns
and assisted the Pumpkinhead to fol-
low him.

“Iin the South Country rules u very
delightful Queen cuniled Glinda the
Good, who 1 am sure will gladly re-
celve us,” snid the Scarecrow, gelting
into the Thing eclumsily. “Let us go
to her and ask her advice.”

“That is cleverly thought of," de-
clared Nick Chapper, giving ths Wog-
Eie-Bug a boost and then toppling
the Saw-Horse Into the rear enfdl of
the cushioned seata, *I know Glinda
tha Good, and believe she will prove a
friend i(ndeed.”

“Are we all ready? asked the boy.

“Yex” announced the Tin Wood-
man. s*ating himsell behind the
Hearecrow,

"Tlu.-?." sald Tip. addressing the
Gump. “'be kind enough ta fly with
18 to the Bauthward; and do pot go
higher than to eacape the houses and
trees, for it makes me dizzy to be up
so far,™

“All right'
briefly,

It flopped its four wings and rose
slawly Inte the alr: and then whils

remarked

answered the Gump,

cour lttle band of adventurers clung

to the backs and sides of the sofas for
support, the Gump turned toward the
South and soared swiftly and majes-

is that 1 do not seem to have a very |
strong constitution, and am not Hkely

to live long In a state of alavery.”

“Don't sny that, I heg of you!" erled
the Tin Woodman, whoss excellent
heart was strongly affected by this
sad speech. “Are you not feeling well
today ™

s

love In perfectly honest In his business
methods, and If he is going to continue
his past success.”

It was the one of all my questions
in which I was particularly interested,
I almost held my breath while I
waited for his reply.

(To be continued.)

DINNER STORIES

Two army officers, while balioon-
ing, lost trace of thelr whereabouts
and, wishing te ascertain what part of
the country thoy were passing over,
descended, until they came within
hailing Jdistance of a couple of farm-
ers. When nearly overhead one of
the officers called out:

“Hie there, Johnny, can ¥ou tell us
wheres we are?"

The rustic gazed up wut them in
much amazement. Thinking he had
not heard, one of the officers shouted
ngain, louder than hefore:

“Where are s e12

“Why you're ¥ a balloon, ain't ye?"

What the officers sald when they
heard this would probably spoll the
story.

QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS.

Q. How Ald the fonrth of March come in
be chosen an the dg}; for the Innugnration
of presidents?—0. H. .

A. Benjamin Prankiln selected this date
beratse 1t fell less nently on Sunday
than any other dnte in t r during the
twn genturies that were tofollow.

. What is the estimated number of
sutomobilen in the United States?—H K.
_A. The actonl totsl of antemohlies io the
United Kentes In placed ot 5,088 652
Whmﬂt:dﬂw largret leper setilmment
under the ju lction of the United Staies?
—G. M. B, '
A, The Colion Leper company comprised

of slx thousand lepers is ot Cabras Island
of the l'hillg nes, and Is the largest cou-
trolled hy this country.
. What s the moast costly rate
buliding in the United States?—A. B
A. The Equitable Tife 1 e Bulld.
ing of New York City has an sasensed
value of twenty-five milllon doflars, which

is the largest tax value placed on any

building,

Q. Who Is the frman of forelgn af-
falrs of the boase of representative?—Q. .

A. Eiephen G .Porter. of Peansylvanta,
{Any reader of The Ftnte Journml who
wants the facts on any subjlect ean serure
prompt  service writing The Topeks
State Jourtal Information Burean. Fred.
erie J. Haskin, director. Washington, ). ©
Reate your question briefly and eaclose n
three-cent stamp for return postage. Al
{nquiries are comfidential. the nr!;- be-
ing sent direct to each {ndiridual

tieally away.

(Copyrighted by T. Frank Baum far the
Genrge Mathew Adamas Berviee.)

Editar's Note—Next Story:  “la the
Jackdawa' Nest™ in which the Gomp aeci-
dentally bumps agalust a projecting rock,
when fiying ever a mountain-top, and ap-
scts his passengern. They fall, anhurre,
into a large jackdaws® nest and some-
thing thrilling happens to them here! Nead
the next chapter to fiod out what it In
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THE BITTEER AND THE SWEET.
Dea’t expect all of the joy to come your
¥
Lron't r;l-wt trouble to pass up your dooe-

way,
Ivan't lonk for blue akies forever above yon,
Rejoiee In the new friends who trust yom
and love you;
Make much of the roves that fall ta your

reaning
Bat don't lose yonr falth when IU's your
Jftine for weeping.

Dou't 'upwt life ta be sunshine and luwgh-
L

Thru'cﬂwldo- s Joy but a rare follows
after;

Make much of the loved anes whe tenderly
kiss you

But dncl'l ex trouble and hesrtache te
mins s

Be ready fo't. grief; it may find you tomore

mw,

Dean’t sl ‘ife onjost when it's your time

for sorrow,

The sorrows of lfe are as sufe as e

plessnres,

And each In bhis turn shall drink out eof
hoth messures.
Iar sweetneas

Drink deep of the yweet when {1°s your dey

ut still prepared to know |ife i com-
pleteness ;.

Don't rail at sour God whea It's your day
for sighing

And dem't ¥our falth when your goul
Ha s trying.

ON THE SPUR
OF THE MOMENT

EY ROY K MOULTON

If you're looking for warlety—ask
every one you meet the definition of
Bolshev|ki,

Focketl teleplhiones nre the |stest in-
vention. For the first time we are in
favar of Lhe proposed men's clothes
without pockets.

**Tight skirts mre cresting a race of

knock-knced women " —New York pa-
per. And crons-¢yed men,




